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Sampling and Recruitment 

Field interviews are structured conversations conducted by researchers in an effort to gain 

a deeper knowledge and better understanding of the phenomenon of interest from the 

participant’s point-of-view. For the purpose of this study, the phenomenon of interest is 

responsive interaction. As previously stated, responsive interaction is defined as “the reaction 

provoked by positive or negative representation of a group with whom you associate.” 

In order to examine how the phenomenon of responsive interaction relates to the initial 

research question, we the researchers, posted tweets on Twitter as a means of gathering a sample 

of participants for the field interviews. The tweets were purposefully designed to receive a 

response from black, University of Louisiana at Lafayette students between the ages of 18 and 25 

who consider themselves members of black twitter. We immediately screened the respondents to 

insure that they fit our target sample frame using the question: Are you African American? Are 

you between the ages of 18 and 25? Do you attend UL? and Are you an active twitter user?  

Using the same screener questions, we expanded our recruitment focus by interviewing 

certain individuals in our personal networks, which include friends and coworkers who fit the 

criteria of the desired sample population.  

Data Collection 

In order to make the in-depth interview process as consistent as possible, only two of the 

researchers conducted interviews. After participants read and signed the consent forms, Tre’jan 

Vinson and Joanna McKee conducted and recorded interviews. 

A total of ten interviews were conducted. Each lasted between about fifteen to twenty 

minutes. In an effort to get the most honest responses from the interviewees, researchers 
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conducted interviews in locations that made the participants the most comfortable (homes, 

school, work, etc.).  

Questions that were covered 

 The interview questions revolved around being an active member on black Twitter and 

trying to understand each participant’s perspective on how being involved on this outlet makes 

them more aware of social issues. Key questions that our participants responded to were: “Define 

what you consider an active member of black twitter to be” and “Name three of the most recent 

trending events that you have seen on twitter that impact the black community.” The participants 

responded to these questions the best because (1) it allowed them to state their own individual 

opinions, and (2) each of their answers were similar and relatable to the researchers, since we are 

also members of black twitter.  

Data Processing 

 Our recordings were not transcribed. Each participant gave a regular audio interview with 

no transcription, just consent.  

Data Analysis  

 Although the interview recordings were not transcribed, our codes/themes were 

developed based on the audio/recorded responses from the participants. Reoccurring 

codes/themes during the interviews were: family, family reunion, jokes, relatability, unity, 

connection, memes, angry, extreme, “n-word,” and perception. After developing these 

codes/themes, it was clear that there was a correlation between certain events and topics that 

occur on black twitter. Many of our participants were able to relate to each code/theme and the 

purpose behind it.  

Informed Consent 
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Before conducting field interviews, we the researchers, carefully created a written  

consent form which had to be signed by each participant. This form allowed the participants to 

be aware of the purpose of the study, as well as risks and benefits, their rights to participate or 

not participate, contact information if questions should arise, etc. It is understood that written 

informed consent was given by each participants before interviews began. 

What Black Twitter Means to Members 

When defining black twitter, most of the words used to describe it were words that 

related to family, connection, relatability and unity. Everyone had the overwhelming sense of a 

“family reunion” type feeling when expressing what it meant to be a part of this twitter 

community. This is extremely important in the way that things are handled on black twitter. 

From standing up to racism on the app to figuring out how exactly we all “have the same 

experiences”, these were defining points of the conversation on how to define and explain black 

twitter to most of the subjects. Below are some of the main adjectives or keywords that came out 

in the participants answers. In the left column, you will find words used in the questions asked. 

These words include black twitter, activity, and media/representation. In the right column you 

will find the words that were brought up the most in correspondence with the questions asked.  

 

BLACK TWITTER Congregation 

Culture 

Funny 

Community 

“Look like you” 
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ACTIVITY Night 

Events (TV) 

BET awards 

Family Reunion 

MEDIA & REPRESENTATION Distorted 

Stereotypical 

Wrong 

“Getting Better” 

Thugs/Criminals 

 

 

Active Twitter Member 

While we were expecting more number-based answers for what makes someone an active 

member (for example: you must post ‘n’ amount of times a day to be active), most of the 

answers consisted of how much a person can relate to the topics being brought up on black 

twitter. Many people expressed the opposite of what we thought the finding would be. Tweeting 

all day, everyday isn’t what makes you a part of black twitter in many of the subjects eyes. What 

does make you part of black twitter is that when you log on, you are greeted with topics relating 

to the black community and are interacting with these topics. Being knowledgeable seemed to be 

more important to the interviewees. It appears that the black twitter platform has access to 

information that even the mass media neglects to report on or does not have access to it. The 

Black twitter community uses their resources to ensure that no information goes unreported.  
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Below is a quote from one of our participants about what they consider an active member of 

twitter to be. 

 

 

 

 

Racially Driven Tweeting 

Racially driven tweets seemed to be a big part of what black twitter comes across. While 

a lot of the time the tweets are “roasting” someone or poking fun at certain topics/people, a lot of 

the tweets are in response to injustice, racists banters by non-POC and speaking up for the rights 

of all people of color/minorities. Immediately when asked about racially-driven tweets, most of 

the subjects were able to think of an instance where they had tweeted something based in racial 

division.  

Viral Videos and Police Brutality 

Something that did not surprise us is how certain images and videos of police brutality 

that have gone viral make the subjects feel. Many of them went on short or long rants about why 

it is wrong. A lot of them thought it was sad and shameful. One of the subjects even mentioned 

that he feels as if some Caucasians still look at black individuals as their property. The strongest 

emotions were evoked by this question and I think this truly provides evidence that the way the 

black men and women are shown in mass media truly does affect how people feel overall about 

themselves. 

Tweeting & Televised Events 

 
QUOTE FROM PARTICIPANT 1: 

“You would have to understand our culture and things we stand for.” 
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Tweeting while watching televised events was something that evoked some of the 

strongest positive emotions. Many people laughed and mentioned how important it was to tune 

in and comment on some of the award shows. The subjects used the term “family reunion” once 

again as a way to describe what it is like to weigh in (alongside many other black twitter 

members) about, for example, the BET awards. This is when the most fun part of black twitter 

comes out because people are truly able to interact with people as if they are sitting in one big 

room watching it together on a big screen television. 

Platform 

Results from one interview with Mike Mitch revealed the coexistence of a connection 

between what happens in real life and correlation to social media. When a member of black 

twitter does something in real life then it is posted on social media it can have an amplifying 

effect which can affect mass media. The example Mitch made was when a student wrote “Gives 

Us tops” on a white board last year during a UL basketball game and it made it to social media. 

The power of social media then lead that student to be recognized by the local newspaper and 

asked for an interview. It gave a member of black twitter a platform in the mainstream media that 

may have not been an option before social media. 

Mass Media and Negative News 

When the people interviewed were asked about black twitter it was clear that it amplified 

the community’s voice. One that is often drowned in a negative tone. The mass media has a 

heavy incline towards negative media. In fact 77% news reported daily is negative 

(journalism.org). This heavy statistic can weigh on minorities drastically. Considering minorities 

are not populated throughout the United States as the majority if the majority had never met an 

African American and all they know about them is through mass media which is proven mainly 
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negative. It would construct an over criminalization of a people or group. This is where the open 

access of social media balances the scales. People who have never actually held a conversation 

with a minority have a platform to connect in ways never before possible via the social media 

platform. 

Negatives to Black Twitter 

The description of black twitter was not all positive. Some of the individuals interviewed 

described black twitter as “Messy”. Stating drama is drawn out on social media between people 

with different views. Since the internet can connect any and every one that has access to it there 

are people of the black community that appear to abuse it. While black twitter can be a way to 

spread news and get information out to a vast amount of individuals, it can be hard, 

psychologically, on the minds of the users. Constantly seeing the graphic killings of black men 

and women by police officers can traumatize individuals and cause serious distrust in the 

government and its authorities. Some of our participants mentioned the emotions they felt when 

a viral video showing obvious police brutality. Many of these emotions included feeling like 

property or feeling dehumanized in some way. 


